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Language Arts

Small Group Reading

Grade Level:  Third Grade

Standard: Reading 1.1, 1.3 – Decoding and Word Recognition


Writing 1.2 – Penmanship


Written and Oral English 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8 – Grammar, Punctuation, Capitalization, Spelling


Listening and Speaking 1.1, 1.7, 1.9 – Comprehension, Delivery of Oral Communication

Time: Two to three 30-45 minute lessons

Materials:  Pencil


        Composition Book


Index cards for flashcards (for students to create)


Teacher-made flashcards of new vocabulary


Book Jake’s Big Day by Jane Duden

Teacher Preparation: The teacher will create flashcards from New Vocabulary listed at the back of the book.  One flashcard per word.  The flashcards will be used throughout

the lessons for visual reinforcement of similar sounds and new words.

A. Anticipatory Set: 
a. Show the students the new vocabulary words
b. For each word, say the word, show the students the flashcards, use the word in a sentence, the have the students write the word in their composition book
c. Have students create at least five flashcards of their own (using the new vocabulary) that they can use to practice at home.  The students will write the words on the cards
themselves
B. Statement of Objective: 
a. Students will learn better reading skills through phoneme recognition, phoneme substitution, similar word sounds and spellings, and rhymes.  These skills, along with
repetition of text will eventually create a more fluent reader.
C. Instruction: 
a. Day One:

i. Show students the cover of the book
ii. Ask students what they think the book will be about using the pictures and new vocabulary as guides
iii. Have one student (or the teacher) read the title and author of the book
iv. The teacher will begin reading on the first page
v. Students will silently follow along with the teacher, using their index finger under each of the words to help guide them in the reading
vi. After the book is completed, the students will silently read by themselves (A good idea is to have each student read a different page)
vii. If time permits, have the students each read a (their) page in order
viii. Ask students if they have any questions
b. Day Two:

i. Review with students the vocabulary words
ii. Have students write each word in their composition book one at a time
iii. After each word, have the students think of a sentence that uses the word
iv. Each student will write their sentence in the composition book
v. Play a flashcard game with the students, having them put their thumbs up (silently) on the table when they know the word that is being shown to them on the flashcard (the winner can get a sticker on his or her folder)
vi. Choral read the book
vii. Then, have students alternate reading aloud, one student per page
viii. Finally, they can buddy read the book
ix. Before leaving for the day, ask students if they have any questions
c. Day Three:

i. Review with students the vocabulary words
ii. Playfully quiz the students by creating a game out of quick recognition
iii. Choral read the book
iv. Have individual students read sections of the book (to get a better understanding of how each student is doing)
v. Continue with different reading strategies that fit the individual needs of the
students for each book
D. Guided Practice: 
a. Depending on the day and what has been covered during the lesson, students are encouraged to buddy read, choral read, practice their flashcards, silent read, create
new words using phoneme substitution, and create sentences using new vocabulary
E. Closure:

a. Because this is a continuous lesson, closure will not occur until the final day
b. Review with students the vocabulary words
c. With a word such as Jake, write down ​__ake on the board.  Ask students what word they would have if the letter J was added in the space.  Then repeat the process with the letter T.
d. Continue with this pattern using words from the vocabulary
e. If there are other words that can be created that are not used in the story using the same phoneme substitution, ask students to come up with their own words
f. These new words can be written down in their composition books
F. Independent Practice:

a. Students are allowed to take the books home for review.  They are encouraged to read the book a few times, out loud, to another person (i.e. sister, brother, mother, father)
b. The students are encouraged to practice their flashcards that were made earlier in the lesson.  Remind students that we will review the words the following day
c. Ask students if they have any questions about what they will be doing at home
G. Assessment Component: 
a. Because this is a lesson that takes a few days, the students’ progress can be assessed both visually (in what and how they write in their composition books) and auditorally (by how they read the text)
b. Students should be able to better read the books by the end of the lesson
c. Students should be able to better site read individual new vocabulary words
d. Because this lesson is flexible, if students are having difficulty understanding, comprehending, or reading, the lesson can be extended to accommodate the
individual needs
H. SDAIE Strategies:  This lesson is created for students who are struggling with their reading.  The strategy ideas listed above are laden with SDAIE strategies.  If a student needs further clarification from the above strategies for specific vocabulary words, pictures may be
drawn for this purpose.
I. Other Considerations: 
a. Total class size: 20
b. Fluent English (FES): 18
c. EOS Students: 0
d. Limited English Proficiency (LEP): 2 (Martin & Cindy)
e. Males in class: 11
f. Females in class: 9
g. This lesson uses continuous strategies on several books to help students who are struggling with reading.  The small group work, allows the teacher to focus on specific problems with each student that are often overlooked in whole group reading.
