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Language Arts – Big Book The Wind
Verbs – Pinwheels 
Grade Level:  First Grade

Standard: Reading 1.1 Match oral words to written words

Reading 1.17 Classify grade-appropriate categories of words


Writing 1.2 Use descriptive words when writing


Writing 1.3 Print legibly and space letters appropriately

Time: 45 minutes
Materials:  Bog book The Wind
        Paper

        Pencil


        Paper cut in squares for pinwheels

        Pencils with erasers for pinwheels, one per student


        Thumbtacks, one per student


        Crayons and Markers

A. Anticipatory Set: 
a. Choral read the book The Wind
b. Discuss the action words with the class, and write them on the board
c. Explain that action words are called verbs
B. Statement of Objective: 
a. Students will be able to identify action words in a sentence, and learn the term verb.
C. Instruction: 
a. As a class, go through the text, and find the action words “The wind chases.”
b. Write the action words on the board
c. Ask students to give examples of action words from their everyday life
d. Have students write a sentence using one of their action words
e. Show students the action verb pinwheel, they will be making their own
D. Guided Practice: 
a. Pass out pre-cut paper squares for pinwheels to each student
b. Have students choose four action verbs from the list on the board, or they may use some of their own
c. Teacher will approve each students’ words to make sure that all are verbs
d. Students will write one verb on each right corner of the pinwheel (see attached)
e. Teacher will model the instructions on the board to better understanding
f. Students are encouraged to draw a picture with the word that can help explain the word (see attached)
g. Students may then color their pinwheels with crayons
h. When students have completed the writing and coloring of their pinwheels, teacher will go around to each student and attach the pinwheel to the pencil eraser with the tack (see attached)
i. Students are now encouraged to take their pinwheels outside to see the action that the
wheels make
E. Closure:
a. Students can share their pinwheels with their neighbors, and explain the action words

that they chose
F. Independent Practice:
a. Students are encouraged to find five new action verbs that they encounter on the
playground.  The new words will be written in their journals.
G. Assessment Component: 
a. Teacher will continually assess students’ progress throughout the lesson by walking
around during activity completion and reviewing the action words the students create
H. SDAIE Strategies: Lesson encompasses SDAIE strategies
I. Other Considerations: 
a. Total class size: 19
b. Fluent English Speakers: 19
c. EOS Students: 0
d. LEP Students: 0
e. Males in class: 10
f. Females in class: 9
g. This lesson builds on previous Language Arts lesson that uses the book The Wind
