How Big Is A Foot?

(Tell students that this takes place long ago).  Hello!  My name is Queen Sara.  I live in a far away kingdom with my wonderful husband, the king (Bring King out), (students cheer).  The King’s birthday is just around the corner, and I want to give him a very special present, but I just do not know what to give him.  I know!  He complains every morning about how uncomfortable he is after he wakes up.  You see, beds in our time were not yet invented.  People slept on straw and hay, like the King and myself.  So that’s it, I want to have a wonderful bed made for my husband for his birthday!  Then, he will never complain again!  

So, I decide to talk to the royal carpenter about building the King a bed for his birthday (Bring out carpenter).  
Me, “Carpenter, I want to build a bed for the King for his birthday.

Carpenter, “What is a bed?”

Me, “Something comfortable to sleep on at night.”

Carpenter, “How big should it be?”

Me, “Big enough to fit the King and his crown.”
Carpenter, “Measure the King and tell me how big to make the bed.”

Me, “OK Mr. Carpenter, I will do that.”

I went back to the kingdom and measured the King using my feet (Have the King lay on the ground and trace around him).  Perfect, I had the measurement!  I then took these measurements back to the carpenter to have him make the King’s new bed.  (Have an adult assistant help draw a new bed using the carpenter’s foot size).

A few days later the bed was ready.  “Happy Birthday King!”  (Students cheer).  “I have a wonderful present for you.  Here is a bed that you can sleep on every night and wake up every morning feeling comfortable.”  (The carpenter brings the bed in.  We see that the King will not fit).  “Oh no!  What happened?  I gave you the correct measurements.  Did you not use the measurements that I gave you?”

Carpenter, “Yes I did.”

Me, “Then why is it a different size?  What size foot did you use?”


Carpenter, “I used my own foot to measure the bed.”  (Compare the sizes of the two different feet).


“Oh no, now I know why the bed is too small.  Can you please go back and make a new bed, using my foot size instead of yours?”

Carpenter, “Yes.”


A few days later, the carpenter returned with a new bed for the King.  The new bed fits perfectly.  “Thank you Mr. Carpenter.  This bed is perfect.”  (Crowd cheers).  (Ask the students why the new bed now fits the King perfectly).
