Wanted Poster

There were no courts and no law officers in the early pioneer settlements.  People needed to work together peacefully just to survive.  But, if problems arose, they were usually solved with fist and guns.

As towns developed on the western frontier, so did trouble with outlaws and robbers.  Some towns hired a sheriff, also called a marshal to enforce some order.

Being sheriff was dangerous and difficult.  Most men carried weapons and fought freely on the streets.  When someone committed a crime, a wanted poster appeared in frontier communities.  Settlers armed themselves and rode after the outlaws themselves.  An outlaw that was caught was shot or hanged.
Become sheriff for the day and write a wanted poster.  Use the poster form.  Your poster must include the following:
· Who is wanted
· Big Bad Joe, Montana John, Crazy-legs Willie
· What they are wanted for
· Horse thievin’, Cattle Rustlin’, Train Robbery, Cheatin’ at Cards, Stagecoach Robbery
· Where they are wanted from
· Tombstone, Deadwood, Dry Gulch, Cactus Canyon
· When they were first wanted (choose a date between 1850 and 1880)

· Reward: What amount could a pioneer earn by bringing in this outlaw?

· Draw a picture of the outlaw
A completed WANTED Poster will earn you 20 points!!!
