Handicapping Condition:

Learning Disabilities (LD)

Description:

· Describes individuals who have dysfunctions in processing information typically found in language-based activities.

· Have average or above-average intelligence, but often encounter significant problems learning how to read, write, listen, think, speak, spell, or do mathematical calculations.

Assessments:

· Woodcock-Johnson revised achievement test

· Individually administered diagnostic test

Modifications:


Curriculum:



Concentrated phonics instruction and practice that contain



words they are able to decode.


Classroom Environments:



Provide a print-rich environment with much environmental



print.


Teaching Practices:



Direct instruction for better understanding.  Use inclusive



practices with art, music, and physical education.

Handicapping Condition:
Speech or Language Impairments

Description:

· Speech describes the behavior of forming and sequencing the sounds of oral language.

· Language describes the message contained in speech.

· The individual exhibits a communication disorder such as stuttering, impaired articulation, a language impairment, or voice impairment that adversely affects the individual's educational performance.
Assessments:
· Teacher's speech checklist

· Oral examination

Modifications:


Curriculum:



Use modeling to expand the students' language.  Provide



meaningful contexts for practicing speech and language



skills.


Classroom Environments:



Place students into cooperative groups that will accentuate



the student's strengths.


Teaching Practices:



Encourage listening and teach listening skills.  

Handicapping Condition:
Mental Retardation

Description:
· Describes individuals who have significant limitations in cognitive ability and adaptive behaviors.

· The individual learns at such a slow rate that he or she will not be able to keep up with peers in basic skill and abilities.

· Often has significant delays in social adjustment.

Assessments:
· Frequent IQ testing (since IQ scores can change significantly over time.

· Teacher assessment of delay in learning to say the alphabet, count, and write his or her name.

Modifications:


Curriculum:



Focus on functional academics: basic reading, handwriting,



spelling, written expression and math skills.


Classroom Environments:



Maintain a predictable physical environment.


Teaching Practices:


Encourage group work for collaboration skills.

Handicapping Condition:
Autism

Description:
· The individual exhibits a developmental disability that affects verbal and nonverbal communication.

· Generally avoid physical contact, and may not make eye contact.

· May display repetitive body movements.

Assessments:

· Child Autism Rating Scale (CARS)
· Functional assessment- used to identify specific relationships between environmental events and a student's behavior.
Modifications:

Curriculum:  


Integrate developmental life skills, vocational preparation,


and functional academics.



Classroom Environments:



Maintain a predictable environment since change often elicits



behavior problems.


Teaching Practices:



Allow ample time for student's preparation, and assign a peer 



partner to assist the student.

Handicapping Condition:
Hearing Impairments

Description:

· Disabilities where there is an inability or limited ability to receive auditory signals.

· Can include significant hearing loss or total hearing loss.

· Often causes serious problems in learning and communication.

Assessments:

· Basic and/or in-depth hearing test.

· Nebraska Test of Learning Aptitude (NTLA).

Modifications:


Curriculum:


Label items in the classroom to help in the development of


vocabulary.


Classroom Environments:


Place student close to teacher and away from excess outside


noise.

Teaching Practices:



Avoid standing in front of direct light, which makes it more



difficult for students to see what the teacher is saying.

Handicapping Condition:
Visual Impairments

Description:
· A disability where there is an inability or limited ability to receive information visually.

· Includes partial sightedness and blindness.

Assessments:

· Vision Test, Snellen Chart.

· The verbal section of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Third Edition (WISC-III).

Modifications:


Curriculum:


Use "big books" with large print, and provide braille books if


needed.  Allow all students to read through activities.


Classroom Environments:


Make sure tables or desktops are large enough for


braillewriters and other equipment.


Teaching Practices:


Use heavy black pen when writing on board.

Handicapping Condition:
Deaf-Blindness

Description:

· An individual who has both hearing and visual disabilities.

· Cause severe communication, developmental, educational, vocational, and rehabilitation problems that require accommodations.

Assessments:

· Hearing tests.

· Vision tests.

Modifications:


Curriculum:


Provide small-group instruction and peer group work (keep in


mind that a specialist will probably be working with the


student).


Classroom Environments:


Arrange the classroom to promote active participation by all


students, place deaf-blind students toward the front.


Teaching Practices:


Encourage peer collaboration.  Accommodate student and


specialist.

Handicapping Condition:
Orthopedic Impairments

Description:
· Physical conditions that seriously impair a student's ability to move or to complete motor activities.

· Includes cerebral palsy, amputations fractures, burns.

Assessments:
· Physical assessment from doctor.

· Portfolios from prior teachers.

Modifications:

Curriculum:


Provide books on tape, recording devices, and computers.


Encourage group work.


Classroom Environments:


Provide easily accessible areas for easy movement.  Provide


large tables.


Teaching Practices:


Ask the student yes or no questions that can be answered


easily.

Handicapping Condition:
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

Description:

· Injury to the brain caused by external physical force or internal occurrence such as stroke.

· There is a total of functional disability.

· Mild to severe impairments in cognition, language, memory, attention, reasoning, abstract thinking, judgment, problem-solving, sensory, perceptual and/or motor abilities.

Assessments:
· Memory games.

· Portfolio work from previous years through present.

Modifications:

Curriculum:


Allow for special scheduling.  Some students are most alert


earlier in the day, schedule more taxing coursework then.


Classroom Environments:


Allow students to have an extra set of books since carrying


them back and forth to and from home may be difficult.


Teaching Practices:


Encourage peer collaboration, and allow student extra time.

Handicapping Condition:
Multiple Disabilities

Description:
· Describes an individual who has two or more disabilities, neither can be identified as a primary disability.

· Often mental retardation as well as a physical disability.

Assessments:

· Portfolio work from previous years through present.

· Probes of basic academic skills.

Modifications:

Curriculum:


Provide large-books in three-ring binders made with many


large pictures.


Classroom Environments:


Provide ample room with no obstacles.


Teaching Practices:


Use augmentative communication systems.

Handicapping Condition:
Developmental Disabilities

Description:
· Describes students who have significant delays in physical, cognitive, communication, social/emotional, or adaptive development.

· Category for children ages 3 through 9 years old.

Assessments:

· Portfolio work from previous years through present.

· Probes of basic academic skills.

Modifications:

Curriculum:


Provide books on tape, recording devices, and computers.


Encourage group work.


Classroom Environments:



Maintain a predictable physical environment.

Teaching Practices:


Encourage peer collaboration, and allow student extra time.


Handicapping Condition:
Other Health Impairment

Description:
· A physical or health impairment, either temporary of permanent, that interferes with the ability to learn.

· Requires adaptation of the physical environment.

· Includes asthma, allergies, AIDS, sickle-cell anemia, diabetes, and ADHD.

Assessments:

· Portfolio work from previous years through present.
· Learning aptitude tests with special provisions for disabilities.

Modifications:

Curriculum:


Provide books on-tape, videotapes, movies, and informational


materials.


Classroom Environments:


Allow ample room for adaptive aids and equipment 


(wheelchairs, typewriters, computers, hear-sticks, 


communication boards, etc.).


Teaching Practices:


Encourage group/peer work and activities. 
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