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Many people throughout history have described the process of learning as a profound, insightful, reflective, and often overwhelming practice.  Frequently, I have harbored some of these ideas while on my continuing pursuit of knowledge.  Yet, never have I encountered all of the ideas at once, and in such an awe-inspiring manner.  During this past semester, I have learned more than I ever thought possible, changed some previously held beliefs, and had a couple "Ah-Ha!" moments that have transformed my ideals forever.  In my entire life, I have never encountered so many life-changing moments within such a short amount of time.  I realize that the academic institution is here for the sole purpose of educating, but never did I believe that by taking these classes I would not only be learning, I would also be changing immensely.


Within the last sixteen weeks, I have learned many things in ID 340, EDUC 350, and EDUC 364.  There are three things in particular that stick out in my mind as being the most important of the semester: the ethnocentric history on the United States, Bi-Lingual Education, and Four Quadrant Teaching.  First and foremost, throughout this semester, I gained a new knowledge of the history of the United States.  As a child I was always taught a very ethnocentric history which allowed for, what many view as a patriotic point of view.  However, now that I have learned a true history, my ideas of the United States have shifted from being ethnocentric, to that of concern for future generations if this type of teaching continues.  I was very disheartened to learn that many of the idealistic views I held were either very one-sided, or absolutely false.  What seems even sadder is that this kind of teaching continues today in the current educational system.  Fortunately, a shift toward factual teaching is beginning, and I as a future educator will be one of the first to initiate this change in teaching, ideals, and attitudes.


Through the more accurate history that I have been taught, an understanding about other cultures began to take place.  I soon realized about the "savage inequalities" that other cultures and races have been exposed to, especially at the hands of the white man.  What bothers me is that this teaching continues to exist.  From my previous naive views, I believed that bilingual education was horrible, and could never work.  My "Ah-Ha!" moment this semester happened with regard to this subject.  I now understand that bilingual education (even though it is no longer legally available in California) is essential in the advancement of second language learners.  It is a type of teaching that will allow these children to learn from a Zone of Proximal Development and language base that they are accustomed, rather than at many levels above their own present knowledge, and other language.  It is sad that the state of California has done away with bilingual education, when all that they had to do was place some standards in the system that have proven to work in other states.


The last significant learning tool that I acquired is the Four Quadrant System.  For me, this type of teaching is very insightful, and allows for the learning of the student to always be at the forefront of the minds of educators.  I had previously been shown and taught different methods to teaching that seemed important for the learning of the student, yet never was a system so simplistic in nature.  In its simplicity though, is student centered learning which is the heart of how a teacher should effectively instruct.  Furthermore, it provides active student learning, something that is often overlooked and forgotten about in most classrooms.


Although learning is a constant process for me while in college, throughout this semester, the learning that I have done has made a significant difference in my life.  Most of my learning previously has been through memorization; nothing profound has ever been the byproduct of such studying.  Yet, within these classes, I suddenly found myself questioning my previously held beliefs, and altering some of these perceptions.  I also found myself struggling deep within to find some meaning for my personal beliefs when they interfered with what I was learning.  Through all of the difficulties, I finally emerged with a new understanding of how I believe I should be as a person, and future teacher.  Through this struggle, did not only learning occur, but also growth.


From this newfound understanding and knowledge, I now know that I must always strive to be aware of cultural differences.  Not only in the classroom, but also in my everyday life.  I have learned to be more understanding of differences in people, especially when the differences oppose my own views and ideals.  I also now see people more often as individuals, not solely as a member of a group.  Previously with this categorization, I would sometimes hold negative feelings toward certain people, but now I see these differences as an opportunity for growth and understanding.


I now find myself looking at differences in people as an opportunity to learn something new.  I do not believe that I ever saw differences in people as something that was bad, primarily because I was always ridiculed as a child for being different (my freckles made me different).  However, I do not think that I ever saw them as something that was good either.  I now view differences as something that can be embraced by the person who possesses the difference, and a meaning for learning and understanding for others.  This allows me to possess a greater degree of cultural competence that I did when I first started this semester.  I will be socially aware of differences in others and make all efforts to accept these differences at all times.  I will not discriminate against anyone based on culture, race, socioeconomic background, sexuality, or any other difference.  Furthermore, I will endeavor to present a classroom that is not ethnocentric, but instead allow the open acceptance of different cultures and races.

